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For more than 100 years, the Assemblies of God has pioneered works 
throughout the globe, reaching the unreached with the life-changing 
message of Jesus Christ. Our fourfold mission to reach, plant, train, 

and serve has been the framework by which we strategize and carry out 
what God has called us to do. And it all begins with reaching. 

In Europe alone hundreds of millions have never heard the gospel. 
Historically much of Europe has been considered Christian, with 
monuments, grand cathedrals, and holidays memorializing acts—though 
not the ideologies—of Christianity. However, under the illusion of cultural 
Christianity, Europeans have been under-evangelized and exist many 
generations removed from the truth of the gospel. Europe must be 
reached.

We often define reaching as evangelism. And evangelism is not limited 
to street preaching or crusades. Indeed, our efforts in reaching the 
European—and increasingly the transplant seeking refuge in Europe—
are trending toward the creative, using common threads as platforms 
for building relationships that result in opportunities to share the love of 
Christ. 

What follows are stories of how Assemblies of God missionaries are 
reaching Europeans creatively. From board-game nights in Belgium to 
hunting clubs in Poland, you will read of unique settings in which the 
gospel is preached. There have been successes, and there have been 
challenges, but throughout all of Europe, God is honoring the efforts of our 
great Assemblies of God men and women as they carry the call through 
reaching.
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Twenty years ago, the corner brick 
building near the riverfront in Antwerp, 
Belgium was a place where prostitutes 

gathered to work. Today that same building 
is a place where they can gather to play board 
games, be a part of a book club, drink good 
coffee, and hear about the life-giving hope they 
can have in Jesus Christ. 

This unique space has become Centraal 
Community, a ministry strategically located in 
a city with no other Pentecostal international 
churches and designed to reach out to secular 
Europeans. One of their biggest challenges 
missionaries Robert and Raquel Suarez 
have faced is moving forward day 
after day when it looked like, by 
American standards, they would 
never see success. 

When Centraal 
Community first launched, 
only seven people attended 
Robert and Raquel’s Friday night 
house meetings. When they began 
Sunday morning gatherings in a local 
restaurant, no one showed up. Discouraged 
but not deterred, Robert and Raquel re-
strategized, re-branded, and created a 
community center in a venue they designed 
from scratch. Centraal Community visually 
invites guests in with its use of natural 
materials and steampunk design cues—and 
keeps them coming by offering a variety of 
interest-based groups. The ministry hosts 
meals, book clubs, TED-type talks on current 
issues, and Sunday morning gatherings that, 

because of their community involvement, have 
attracted secular Europeans and Muslims.

“We’ve had secular Western Europeans attend 
and say that it wasn’t what they expected 
and that they actually enjoyed themselves. 
If we can advance the gospel in this setting 
and move Europeans a little closer toward 
believing in God and accepting Christ, then 
we have made tremendous strides in the 
secularized context of Europe,” reflects 
Robert. 

Through the creative approach of Robert, 
Raquel, and their team, the ministry of 

Centraal Community has reached 
trafficked women, recent 

immigrants who had to 
flee their countries, and 

numerous other groups 
of people in need of the 

gospel. As church planters 
in Belgium, they are serving as 

a proving ground to help discover 
ways that we can increase the 

proliferation of the gospel in Europe.

“If we are able to identify the core aspects 
of secular thinking,” Robert said, “and 
understand how to engage them effectively, 
I believe that we can provide valuable insight 
on how to aid existing churches so that they 
may become relevant again in this highly 
secularized area.” From a hopeless brick 
building to a hope-filled collective, Centraal 
Community is changing the face of Antwerp, 
one gathering at a time.

“
We’ve had secular Western 
Europeans attend and say...
that they actually enjoyed 

themselves.“From Sex Shop 
to Christian 
Community

Reaching Secularized Europeans in Antwerp, Belgium
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This is How
You Throw a Ball
Reaching Families with the Gospel Through Baseball

It turns out that baseball is not just an all-
American pastime. Chris and Leneé Oakley 
found this out three years ago when their 

family discovered the local baseball club in 
Budapest, Hungary. Their boys began to play 
on the team immediately, and Chris was soon 
asked to begin coaching. Being involved in both 
playing and coaching has allowed the Oakley 
family the chance to get to know not only the 
families of the team members, but also coaches 
and players from other Hungarian teams. This 
unconventional opportunity has opened up 
incredible doors of ministry for the Oakleys 
to speak into the lives of Hungarians through 
sports.

Hungarian baseball teams haven’t had much 
success in the past, so Chris made sure to 
strive for quality in coaching his teams. “If we 
were only focused on ministry and not doing 
a good job coaching baseball,” explains Chris, 
“It wouldn’t take long before we didn’t have any 
kids to coach.” But the Oakleys are intent on 
achieving excellence on the teams—from kids 
teams to men’s leagues—because, as Chris said, 
“No matter the age, it seems we are still saying, 
‘This is how you throw a ball.’ ” 

So far the Oakleys have seen great success on 
the field, both in baseball and in ministry. For 

the past three years, their teams have finished 
second against other teams from Hungary, 
Croatia, Serbia, Slovenia, and Italy. This year they 
placed first in an all-Austrian competition. Chris 
and Leneé’s sons have played on Hungarian 
national teams and were each named national 
players of the year several times. 

Their success has continued beyond the already-
established clubs and leagues, as the Oakleys 
have begun to offer weeklong, overnight baseball 
camps in the summer. Through these camps, 
they can provide biblically-based devotionals on 
topics such as character development and team 
building. Several players have made decisions 
for Christ, two players have been baptized, and a 
few of the players and coaches started attending 
their youth group and church. 

One of the most incredible parts of this story is 
that almost all of the people the Oakleys interact 
with are unchurched and nonbelievers, and 
without their involvement in the baseball club, 
may have never had any other exposure to Jesus. 
For these families, this fun, summertime game 
has become an essential inroad for the gospel. 
The Oakleys are learning more and more that 
teaching someone how to throw a baseball has 
the potential to change a life forever.
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“The key is building a relationship, and by 
building a relationship, building trust—and by 
building trust, you can speak into their lives,” 
explains Justin. He and Sarah knew that an 
American-style coffeehouse would be a great 
venue to get to know their Romanian neighbors, 
but neither of them could have expected what 
would happen next. 

With no budget and little more than their call 
from God, they ended up renting a 2000-square-
foot storefront near Constanța’s historic district 
and just a couple of blocks from the beach. When 
they opened, they didn’t even have money for 
chairs, so the youth group that had gathered sat 
on the floor to eat pizza. 

They were able to outfit the building, naming 
it The American Café, with just enough 
basic equipment to do a full launch in 
September 2016. That’s when the 
Whites began to feel the spiritual 
attacks begin. For more than 
six months the café had 
almost no traffic, and 
they began to experience 
personal hardships within 
their family. Sarah broke her 
back and couldn’t lay down for 
more than a month, their daughter 
contracted mononucleosis, and they 
discovered that some religious leaders in 
the city were trying to shut them down. 

Every day for months, for eight hours a day, 
Justin would sit in the empty coffeehouse 
and pray, “God, I know You spoke to me to do 
this. I will sit here for two years in an empty 
coffeehouse if that’s what you want from me. 

Lord, I’m here.” And then the breakthrough 
happened. 

Justin and Sarah don’t attribute what happened 
next to anything but God’s hand. In March 2017 
people just started coming to the café. With the 
increased business, they were able to expand 
their offerings, hire local help, and begin to 
build lasting relationships with some of the 
hardest-to-reach people in their community—
the youth. “They come in with Satanist shirts, 
they drink alcohol, they smoke like chimneys,” 
explains Justin, “but they stay for hours playing 
games and hanging out, when they could be out 
partying.” 

The Whites also started a Sunday night small 
group that has attracted everyone from Muslims 
to the wife of an Orthodox priest. The coffee 

business has turned into a platform where 
Justin and Sarah have a unique audience 

with the people of Constanța. “The 
relationship has been built, I’ve 

been able to speak into their 
lives, and they tell me that 

they love me. And so, it’s 
not just a business, it’s that 

relationship building.”

The Whites are looking to expand 
The American Café to more locations in 

the months ahead. They are also working 
on plans for a summer camp facility with an 

8000-square-foot building that will host more 
than 60 students plus staff, to reach more young 
people with the message of hope in Jesus. To 
Justin, the smell of coffee now represents lives 
changed and is one of the most beautiful aromas 
in Constanța.

Building Trust
One Cup of Coffee

At a Time

Justin White didn’t even like the smell of 
coffee before he moved to overseas in 2011, 
so when God spoke to him about starting a 

coffee house in Constanța, Romania, he knew it 
had to be from the Lord. A beach town of about 
300,000 people with only 1000 evangelical 
believers, Constanța is a city where, according to 
locals, if you aren’t part of the Orthodox Church, 
you are part of the occult. Justin and his wife 
Sarah knew that in order to have the opportunity 
to share Christ with their community and make 
an impact there, they would have to invest long-
term in the people of Constanța. 

“
I will sit here for two years in 
an empty coffee house if that’s 

what you want from me. 
Lord, I’m here.

“
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Malta, a southern European island 
nation located south of Italy in 
the Mediterranean Sea, is one of 

the smallest and most densely populated 
countries in the world. Evangelical Christianity 
makes up a very small percentage of Malta’s 
population, which contributes to the sense of 
insignificance and worthlessness among the 
island’s Christians. Home to around 450,000 
people, Malta is also a tourist destination that 
hosts numerous festivals throughout the year. 
These many festivals gave missionaries Brent 
and Renea Liebe an idea: If they could find some 
partners to help pull it off, could they organize 
and launch a Christian music festival in Malta to 
reach young, unchurched people and preach the 
gospel while building confidence among Maltese 
Christians?

With little more than that idea, Brent cold-
called the founders of a large Christian music 
festival in South Dakota, LifeLight Global, which 
draws almost as many people as Malta’s entire 
population to it’s namesake annual event, hoping 
they would take a chance on a fledgling idea on 
an island in Europe. LifeLight sounded receptive, 
but as weeks turned into months without a 
definite answer, the Liebes began to believe 
that the challenge was too great. No one had 
ever done something on this scale in Malta, so 
perhaps starting something like a music festival 
was out of reach. 

Then they received the call. LifeLight Global not 
only wanted to move forward with investing in 

and organizing the festival in Malta as a missions 
endeavor, but they also wanted to connect the 
Liebes with the Reid Saunders Association, a 
ministry that specializes in evangelistic events. 
The partnership of these two organizations 
sparked excitement throughout the evangelical 
community on the island, and they began 
working to form the Love Malta Festival. 

In September 2017 the Maltese were introduced 
to The Love Malta Festival for the very first time. 
The festival brought together Christian musical 
acts, BMX and dirt bike stunts, and evangelistic 
preaching for an unforgettable weekend of 
ministry. “The vision of the event,” says Brent, 
“Was to take the gospel out of the four walls of 
the church and into the streets where the lost 
could hear it.” And that is exactly what happened. 
Of the hundreds of people who came to the 
festival, many filled out response cards, visited 
evangelical churches for the first time, and have 
stayed to grow in their newfound faith. 

The Love Malta Festival also attracted the 
attention of local authorities who contacted 
Brent following the event. The quality of the 
first-time festival impressed the Malta Tourism 
Authority so much, they offered to fund future 
festivals by replacing their sponsorship of 
the heavily-attended Isle of MTV event. What 
started with the moonshot idea, starting a 
small Christian music festival, is now poised to 
become a huge, annual beacon of hope in a place 
where hope is crucial to its future.

Where 
Rock Music and 

Dirt Bikes 
Meet the Gospel

A Crazy Idea to Reach an Island of Unbelievers
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Toddlers. They’re everywhere. Which is why 
missionaries David and Julie Goldschmidt 
decided to take advantage of this growing 

percentage of the population and faithfully 
walk through a door they felt confident God 
had opened. Armed with a deep love for people 
and firsthand experience with toddlers, they 
started Toddler Area Playgroup at their church 
plant, Bridge Family Church, as a way to open 
the doors for increased ministry in a tangible, 
friendly way. 

In Edinburgh, Scotland, toddler groups are very 
popular and take place in a variety of locations, 
including community centers and churches. 
But they rarely result in deeper connections 
among the parents who attend. David and 
Julie Goldschmidt committed to changing the 
traditional approach by intentionally focusing on 
each person who came through their doors.

Intended for families with children ages zero 
to four, Toddler Area Playgroup is a safe, 
friendly, fun environment designed for both 
children and parents alike. At first, the wealthy 
and well-educated locals didn’t know how to 
handle the Goldschmidts, a down-to-earth, 
fun, unconventional couple from New Jersey. 
“Sometimes our personalities can throw people 
off,” explains David, “But as they get to know us, 
they become receptive to our love and care for 
them.” 

Progress has seemed slow at times, because of 
a stigma against religion and Americans who 
are religious or associated with the church. 
Reaching people with the gospel is challenging 
in a culture that identifies as culturally 
Christian, but especially so with those who 
are simultaneously one to two generations 
removed from the Church. As time has gone by, 
however, the walls have started coming down 
and lives are being changed. One attendee, 
Natasha, had attended the playgroup for awhile 
before she eventually started coming to the 
monthly kids’ service at Bridge Family Church. 
She brought her kids to be involved in a nativity 
at Christmas time, then finally a year later 
gave her life to Christ. Another couple, Matt 
and Jen, came to the toddler group regularly 
before asking David and Julie to dedicate 
their daughter. They both were saved the very 
Sunday their daughter was dedicated to the 
Lord. 

The Goldschmidts have established Alpha 
courses and other outreaches at Bridge Family 
Church, and Toddler Area Playgroup has only 
increased their engagement in the community. 
As the Goldschmidts plan to continue to find 
new ways to connect with their neighbors, they 
look forward to seeing what other doors God 
opens for them, no matter how small.

Toddler-Sized
Doors
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On the Hunt
Embracing—and Breaking—Tradition in the Name of Christ

For most of his life, one of missionary Rich 
McLane’s passions has been hunting. His 
wife Lori enjoys playing the trumpet. When 

they became missionary church planters in 
Poland years ago, who would have guessed these 
passions would converge to reach more than 
120,000 hunters throughout the country?

In Poland, hunting is serious business, and 
it attracts the society’s elite—engineers, 
professors, lawyers, parliamentarians, and the 
like. With traditions that date back to medieval 
times, Polish hunting is a status sport that 
requires formal training, membership to a club, 
and significant financial resources. One might 
imagine that ministering to hunters would 
be a challenge due to how unapproachable 
the hunting culture can seem, the approvals 
required to have a hunting weapon, and taking 
the tests to become a hunter. But Rich and Lori 
have found it to be a divinely-inspired challenge, 
one that miraculously merges the passions God 
placed within them in childhood. 

It makes sense that Rich wanted to join the 
hunting community for recreation and ministry. 
However, one hunting tradition in Poland is 
“signaling,” or using a trumpet to communicate 
messages to hunters scattered throughout 
the game lands. It was through Lori’s trumpet 
playing (Rich has since learned to play too!) that 
the McLanes first found acceptance within the 
Polish Hunting Association. And they became the 
first Americans to adopt traditional signaling, 
becoming signalists for hunts all around Poland. 
Lori has even written her own signals that she 
is invited to perform at traditional group hunts 
around the country. Through their involvement 
with signaling and with their credentials as 

ministers, doors also have opened for the 
McLanes to begin chaplaincy ministries in some 
of the hunting clubs.

But as the McLanes found out, the biggest 
challenge is another tradition—that “to be Polish 
is to be Catholic.” Though many Poles are only 
culturally Catholic (meaning they identify as 
Catholic because of tradition only), they are still 
afraid to leave the Catholic Church. Even if they 
are curious about another kind of church, their 
interest is simultaneously quashed by the fear of 
losing their salvation if they leave Catholicism. 

That hasn’t stopped God from moving, though.

The McLanes are invited to many of Poland’s 
hunting clubs to play their traditional signaling 
music. This has opened doors for them to pray 
for the hunters before and after hunts and to 
share God’s word with them. And the doors just 
keep opening! A hunting club in Wiaczemin, 
Poland, has asked the McLanes to plant a 
church inside their club, so hunters who come 
on the weekend can have a church service. The 
McLanes’ vision is to see a Pentecostal church 
service in every one of the 2500 clubs throughout 
the country. They are also working on getting a 
special “Hunting Bible,” a New Testament with a 
hunting-related cover—already accepted by two 
Catholic bishops and a cardinal—into the hands 
of every hunter in Poland.

For Rich and Lori McLane, a hunting license 
and a trumpet are not just requirements for 
pursuing their hobbies—they have become the 
basis of a powerful ministry in Central Europe. 
By embracing hunting and signaling traditions, 
they are communicating Christ to the thousands 
of hunters throughout Poland. 
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